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Economy

Vietnam is undergoing rapid economic transformation. While
still led by the communist party, the government has implemented
structural reforms in order to modernize the economy and
to produce more competitive, export-driven

industries. Described as the next “Asian Tiger” in

the world of trade, Vietnam represents a potentially

huge opportunity for the manufacturer, importer,

exporter, and investor. Manufacturing costs are

low in comparison with other developed Asian

countries, and the work force is intelligent,

educated, and hard working. The U.S.—Vietham

Bilateral Trade Agreement went into effect in 2001

and is expected to significantly increase Vietnam's

exports to the U.S. There is a new day emerging in

Religion

Most Vietnamese practice a folk religion made up of Buddhism,

Taoism, and Confucianism. The traditional values rooted in this

religious worldview stress such virtues as filial piety, loyalty,
family solidarity, and ancestor veneration.
Approximately 6% of the population is Roman
Catholic and 1.5% Protestant. The gospel comes
as good news to Vietnamese people whose
worldview has been shaken in the past century
due to globalization, modernization, and decades
of war—not to speak of guilt, shame, and death
which have no satisfying answer without the
gospel. Christianity affirms many of the tradi-
tional Vietnamese family values while providing
assurance of God's forgiveness, acceptance, and

the relationship between our nations.

eternal life through Christ.

Old friends... new partners...

United World Mission has a decades-old
history in Vietnam dating back to the late
sixties when we became related to a Protestant
Vietnamese denomination once affiliated with
WEC International. Our partnership with
them continued up until the communism
takeover in 1975. In 1990 United World
Mission was able to re-establish contact with
the denomination. It is now one of the largest
evangelical denominations in Vietnam with
approximately 126 churches and 28,000
members, including believers in at least 8
minority people groups. The government does
not officially recognize this denomination but
they have relative freedom to worship, except
among the minority groups. They have a God-
given vision to establish new churches in every
town, village,and neighborhood in Vietnam, as
well as among every people group.

How can | help the work in Vietnam?

First, you can pray! Pray for church leaders that
they would remain faithful and endure. Pray
that God would provide for them and for their
families. Pray for young church leaders, that
God would fill them with His Holy Spirit and
that they could receive training for the ministry.
Pray that churches would find ways to show the
love of Christ in their neighborhoods, and that
even persecution would be an instrument for
demonstrating the veracity of the Christian
faith. Ask for new workers for the harvest, for
Vietnamese church planters, for missionary
trainers and business persons, for North
American churches that would join the
Vietnamese church as partners in the harvest.
Second, if you sense that God is calling you or
your church to join with us in serving the
Vietnamese churches for church planting,
please call or write us at info@uwm.org.
Finally, you can also contribute financially
(see accompanying response device).

Where else in the world does

United World Mission work?

Here are just a few of the challenging places
where God has called United World Mission to
help advance church planting: Cuba,
Kazakhstan, Senegal, Estonia, Croatia,
Uruguay, India, Mali, Nepal, and China. To see
the whole list of countries in which we are
working and a capsulated story about each
mission family, visit UnitedWorldMission.org
and search under “Who we are/Where we
work?”
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Newy Ministry Opportunities for United World Missior)

During the Vietnarn War the Ho ChiViinh trail was the pathway for
North Vietnarnese soldiers heacling to pattles in the south, Tocay
the Vietnarnese governiment is making it & highway connecting
Fanoi and Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon). The day is corming when
large population centers will replace villages and jungle all along
this nighway.

Vietnamese church leacers see this new nighway as an
opporiunity for the gospel, They aim o establish new churches
avery 50-100 kilorneters along the Ho Chi Minh Trail. This is one
part of their strateqy to fill their nation with new churches—
churches that oroclaim anc live out the gospel, rmaking disciples
and transforming society, The Vietnarmese have askecd United
World Mission to help.,

United World Mission sent two exploratory teams to Vigtnarm
during the past six months to dialogue with Vietnarmese leaders
about this opportunity, They have asked for help in two specific
areas: First, to develop church planter training materials anc to
equip Vietnarnese as trainers of church planters, Second, to help
develop businesses that generate incorme for thelr church planting
vision,

We have acted alreacly to form a tearn dedicated to developing
contextualized church planter training raterials, Training is one

And a Thousarnd New Chiurcneas!

of United World Mission's core cornpetencies arounc the world, In
Novernper, 2004 we will bring 5-6 Vietnarmese leaders to Thailancl
for training. Our goal as North Armerican missionaries is not to do
the training ourselves but rather to equip Vietnarmese as trainers,
In Thailanchwe will work with the Vigtnarmese on phase two of the
contextualization process aswell as train thern to use the materials
to equip church planters in their nation,

God has also given our Vietnarmnese partriers ideas for business
developrment in support of church planting. They are not asking
for outsiclers to pay thelr pastors or to fund their church planting
vision, They do need hielp with seed rmoney as well as training in
business orinciples to see their ideas bear fruit, We are seeking
business partners to help in this effort, What a joy to see North
American business persons get involved in God’s rnission, using
thelr gifts ancl experience to hielp churches grow and expand on
the other sicde of the world! The future of missions requires
innovative strategies that help national initiatives in church
planting and rnissions. The most exciting days of world missions
are still anead!

Thank you for your partnership with United World Mission as
We partnier with the Vistriarnese anc with God’s people around the
world to advance church planting rovernents for God's glory!



